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INDIAN COUNCIL FOR CHILD WELFARE, TAMILNADU
Annual Report 2021 — 2022

OUR VISION

A society which cares for its children by giving first priority to their Needs, Rights and Protection,
thereby ensuring opportunities for the fullest development of the innate potential of every child
leading to the well-being and happiness of individuals and families.

OUR GUIDING VALUES

1.  The U.N. Convention on the Rights of the Child (UN CRC) provides a guiding
framework for our work.
2. Our focus is child centred. We recognize that,

a. For the holistic development of children, issues concerning their families,
communities, and society have to be addressed in addition to poverty and social
justice.

b. Children and their needs, interests and rights should be considered and have priority
in all policy planning and action by Governments, both State and Central; the
public, and that the ICCW, Tamil Nadu has a role in lobbying for and protecting the
interest of children.

c. For the full and harmonious development of the child’s personality, she/he should
grow-up in a family environment.

d. Education is the fundamental right of every child.

e. The girl child needs special attention so as to ensure her Rights to Survival,
Development and Protection.

f. To have the most meaningful and widest impact on children’s lives we need to work
at the macro-level in influencing policy, changing social attitudes and networking
with appropriate authorities, media, NGOs, the public and children themselves.

OUR OBJECTIVES
To ensure for children their basic human right to survival, physical, mental and social development,
and opportunities to grow to their full potential.
To work for the protection of children against neglect, abuse and exploitation.
To initiate, support or undertake any activity for betterment of families and communities, which
will ultimately enhance the quality of life for children.
To initiate, undertake or aid directly or through District Councils or Institutional Members,
schemes for furtherance of Child Welfare/Development in Tamil Nadu.
To promote dissemination of knowledge and information and to educate public opinion on Child
Welfare/ Development programmes on a scientific basis.
To promote enactments of legislation relating to matters concerning children and their welfare and
to work towards the implementation of the provisions.

Help Us Make a Difference In The Lives Of Vulnerable Children
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Indian Council for Child Welfare, Tamil Nadu is a not for profit Organisation started in 1953
registered under the Societies Registration Act of 1875. It has a branch in all the districts of
Tamil Nadu with the District Collector as the President.

NITI Ayog TN/2009/0019634

FCRA The Council is registered with the Home Department, Government of
India for receiving contributions from abroad.

12AA We are exempted from payment of Income Tax under the Income Tax
Act.

80G Contributions to the Council are exempted from tax under 80G of the
Income Tax Act.

OUR COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Home Management Committee

Chairperson : Dr. C.P. Karpagam, MD. D Ch

Information, Documentation and Research Centre, Chennai :

Hon. Director : Dr. K. Shanthi, MA PhD

Project for Prevention of Female Infanticide, Usilampatti, Madurai Dt.

Hon. Secretary, Project : Tmt. Valli Annamalai

Hon. Joint Secretary : Tmt. Uma Veerappan

Hon. Joint Secretary : Tmt. V. Jayanthi

Child Labour Relief Project at Vellore District :

Hon. Secretary : Dr.(Tmt). Suseela Chidambaram, M.Com., PhD
Hon. Treasurer : Tmt. Sundaravalli Kubendran

Action Programme on Ch||d Labour, Srivilliputtur, Virudhunagar Dt. :

President : Dr. V. Suresh Thaliath, MA PhD
Hon Secretary : Thiru. V. Prakash, MA.,B.Ed
Hon. Treasurer : Tmt. T. Renugadevi

Children’s Resource Centre at Nagapattinam District

Committee Members : Thiru CA . K.S. Kumarevelu, M Com
Dr. B. Venkatesan, MBBS
Thiru.Kannabiram

Cuddalore District
Hon. Secretary : Thiru. P. Arulappan MA. BL.
Hon. Treasurer : Tmt. R. Banumathi

Thanjavur District
Hon Secretary : Thiru R. Raghuraman
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THE OFFICE BEARERS OF THE COUNCIL

TMT. ANDAL DAMODRAN

TUAT. SECTUA MUTILAAN TMT. CHANDRA DEVI THANIKACHALAM
VICE PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENY

TMY. M. VALJAYANTHI BHASHYAKARLY TMT. PADMA YERRA
HON. GENERAL SECRETARY

TMY.VALLL ANNAMALAL MRS POORNIMA VISVANATHAN
HON. JOINT SECRETARY (SOUTI) HON. JOINT SLORETARY

DR SHANTHI K DR. C.P. KARPAGAM
HON DIRECTOR CHAIRPERSON
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We are Working towards
% A Protective Framework for reporting, rescue & rehabilitation of abused children.
% Launching special initiatives for promoting Participation Rights of Children.
% ldentifying eager volunteers for enriching Programmes.
% Ensuring efficient, good quality service delivery.

We are concerned about
%+ Gaps between Policy formulation, Planning and Effective implementation
Lack of co-ordination & synergy of services delivery for Children.
Lack of documentation / Lack of Evidence based Reports.
Effect of Increasing Urbanisation on children
Changing Social Values
Explosion of modes of Communication resulting in Online Abuse.

X/ R/ X/ /7 X/
RCEIR XX E X IR X G X4

Some of ICCW Tamil Nadu’s programmes where you can help

Children’s Home for One Day for 50 children:

- Breakfast - Rs. 1,250/-
- Lunch / Dinner - Rs. 2,000/-
- Snacks -Rs 750/-

Endowment Scheme — The principal is kept in a Rs 15,000/-
deposit and the interest earned used every year
for Breakfast/Lunch/ Dinner on a given date

Sponsor a Child’s Education for a year Rs. 6,000/-
Endowment Scheme - The principal is kept in Rs. 1,00,000/-
a deposit and the interest earned used every year

for sponsoring the education of one child

Sponsor a Child’s Birthday Celebration Rs. 1,500/-

NOTE:
** Monetary and Material donations are welcome.
** Donations are exempted under the Sec.80G , of the IT Act

For further information contact:

Indian Council for Child Welfare, Tamil Nadu,

#5, 3r«Main Road West, Shenoy Nagar, Chennai — 600 030
Phone N0.044-2626 0097 /26282833

E.Mail: iccwtn@gmail.com

Website - iccwtn.org
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Secretary’s Message

Dear Members of ICCWTN, friends and stakeholders at all levels,
It is my privilege to place before you the report for the year 2021-22.

These are like the war years. We are now in the third year of the pandemic. Life as we knew it seems to have
changed. What we are trying to gauge is where the new normal lies and how we may adapt to it. The
children in our sphere of influence have happily adapted to whatever circumstance they are placed in and go
cheerfully about their activities. We are all trying to keep up and grow with them.

Schools opened up in phases and all children have returned to school. We have resumed the basic
tuitions to help children with their board exams in the Resource Center for girl children.

The CHILDLINE 1098 service has worked without pause through the different phases of
lockdowns. Likewise, the residential rehabilitation centers for children have housed children
through the different periods of lockdowns. The sponsorship team has worked to provide support to
the children whose education we support.

We are fortunate to have dedicated and motivated staff and resource persons who work continually
to help the neediest children.

Some of our other activities are yet to resume. These include the Rainbow creches and the MLTC
programmes. We have also been unable to hold any gatherings and group activities for children of
the community. We await conditions conducive for resuming the services.

The COVID 19 pandemic has cast a long shadow on all aspects of life. Under the mandate of the
Directorate of Social Defence, Government of Tamil Nadu, we undertook a rapid review of the
Impact of Covid 19 pandemic on the lives of Children. This review was focussed on the effect on
child protection, nutrition, health and education of children in the state of Tamil Nadu. The report is
being submitted to the Directorate of Social Defence

ICCWTN has worked on and studied child marriages through the lens of child rights and child protection in
the past few years. As a natural follow up, the effect of COVID on the implementation of the PCMA and the
gaps therein was studied. The report is being submitted to the Directorate of Social Welfare.

The Children’s Library in our campus was set up in partnership with The Rotary Club of Anna Nagar —
Madras to benefit the children of the community. Though the library was inaugurated in February 2021,
there has been a restriction on the number of children we could invite because of the pandemic
restrictions. Now with things opening up, we are increasing the publicity for the facility.

The Miyawaki forest set up in our premises continues to thrive with the active participation and
care of the children resident in the campus. It is a welcome island of green in the concrete jungle.

We are fortunate to enjoy the support and understanding of the State Government, the
understanding project partners, our sponsors, well-wishers and patrons. We are able to persevere in
our work emboldened by this support.

Thanking you,

Always in the service of Children,

Padma Yerra
Honorary General Secretary,
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We have touched the lives of thousands of children and families through our services
OVERVIEW OF OUR WORK 2021-22

Sl Name of the Programme No. of children
No benefitted
1 Residential Rehabilitaton Centres for the Hearing Impaired and
Destitute Children at
Chennai 34
Kilambakkam, Thiruvallur Dt 21
Thanjavur 45
2 Sponsorship Programme
o Sponsorship Programme for School Education in Chennai 122
o ICCW New Delhi 2
o Sankalp 36
o Kanan Verma Scholarship 7
o Rajeswari Nathan Foundation Scholarship 30
3 | Child Line 1098
e Chennai 545
e Cuddalore 523
4 | Adoption Scrutiny
e In-Country Adoption 8
e Inter-Country Adoption
5 Child Labour Relief Project, Vellore District
e Self Help Groups for| Urban—81 groups
Women — Rural — 152 groups 3262 Women”
“We believe that helping women increase their earnings directly impacts the well-being
of the family
e Vocational Training in Tailoring 6
6 Community Colleges
e Usilampatti 83
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HOME FOR CHILDREN IN NEED OF CARE & PROTECTION

YEAR OF STARTING - 1981

1981 — Home for Destitute & Orthopedically Handicapped Children, Chennai

1985 — Home for Destitute Children, Kilambakkam — Thiruvallur District

1972 — Children’s Home, Thanjavur

2003 — Home for Hearing and Speech Impaired, Chennai

FUNDING PARTNER  Department of Social Defence, Government of Tamil Nadu,
through grant-in aid under ICPS.

BACKGROUND:
The Council provides residential care facility for boys in need of Care and Protection. Homes have
been established, in Chennai, Kilambakkam (Thiruvallur Dist.) and Thanjavur.

OBJECTIVES:
e To provide a family like atmosphere and age appropriate care to the Children in need of Care
and Protection (CNCP).
e Tointegrate Normal and Challenged Children and instill in them values of caring and sharing.
e To provide opportunities for the overall development and building self-reliance in children.

SERVICES PROVIDED:

e A Residential Centre for Children in need of Care and Protection.

e Provide opportunity for Education

e Provide children with opportunities for their holistic development through co curricular
activities such as art competitions, theatre, etc.

e The Thanjavur District Council is running a Boys’ Home with a total strength of 45 Destitute
Boys. The District Collector is the President of the District Council. The activities are being
monitored by a Special Committee with Mr. Raghuram as the Secretary.

Sl. No Particulars No. of Children

1 CNCP Children in the Home in Chennai 33

2 Hearing & Speech Impaired Children in 1
Chennai

3 CNCP Children in the Home in Kilambakkam 21

4 CNCP Children in the Home in Thanjavur 45

The Board examinations for the classes 1X, X, XI and XII were cancelled by the State Board due to
the COVID 19 pandemic. All students were declared as ‘passed’.

SI. No Particulars Children completed
X Std XI1 Std
1 CNCP Children in the Home in Chennai 7 3
2 CNCP Children in the Home in Kilambakkam 2 -
3 CNCP Children in the Home in Thanjavur 13 1
Sl. Particulars Children
No Discharged | New Admission
1 CNCP Children in the Home in Chennai 3 2
2 CNCP Children in the Home in Kilambakkam 1 4
3 CNCP Children in the Home in Thanjavur 5 4
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All the three Homes received Non recurring Grant which is given once in five years. The Homes bought the
sanctioned appliances. The homes at Thiruvallur and Thanjavur also received grant for construction.

All the staff and children between 12 — 18 years were vaccinated.

The Monthly Report, ICPS MIS Form and financial statements of all the Homes are regularly being
submitted to the concerned DCPQO’s office. The Individual Care Plan for each child is maintained in
the Homes. :

Special Events

o The Volunteers of (MAD) Make a Difference are regularly taking online
classes for children.

e Independence Day, Gandhi Jayanthi, Teacher’s Day, Republic Day,
Children’s Day and all important festivals were celebrated.

e Birthdays of all the children are celebrated in the Home.

The District level Youth Arts Festival are organized by Nehru Yuva kendra ~SSEEisis :
and Arul Mozhi Arts Youth Forum. Students of our home participated and won the second prize at
the district level.

e Thanjavur Tamil University observed the National Science Day on 27.02.2022 for the academic year 2021-
2022 with the science exhibition competition held on at on the occasion. On behalf of Thanjavur District
Child Welfare Committee, our home students participated of and won the third prizes

e Dental camp was held on 19.02.2022 the home students and staff attended the camp.

Vadamalli
This purple coloured round shaped flower is commonly known as the Global Amaranth . Vadamalli is well
known to retain its shape and colour well after drying. It was this spirit of the flower, that Inner Wheel Club of
Baycity leveraged when they launched the VADAMALLI initiative to support and
mentor the creative skills of the children during the pandemic.

With the onset of COVID in March 2020, the Inner Wheel Club of Bay City received
a number of calls from Orphanages and Children Homes to help with creative
activity to keep the children engaged. These children, who stayed in the Homes, were
unable to go back to their parents/ guardians for various reasons though the Government
had notified that all orphanages/ creches and children’s homes be closed.

The Inner Wheel Club of BAYCITY soon swung into action. Under the strong leadership of Bala and Udhaya,
they soon set up Zoomba classes and storytelling events in June 2020. This captured the imagination of the
children and soon the creative skills of the children was leveraged. Due to COVID restriction, the programs are
conducted on line. Children access the program through the TV in their respective locations.

The programs are conducted twice a month and more than 50 such programs have been conducted and
are being attended by the children of both Homes.

Members of CWC Central
visited the Home for
inspection of the Home

Two Alumini of the Home
came to visit us. Both of them
completed their graduation
and are appearing for the
TNPSC Exam
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CHILDLINE 1098

YEAR OF COMMENCEMENT: Chennai— 1999, Cuddalore — 2005
NO. OF INTERVENTIONS: Chennai- 545 Cuddalore- 523
FUNDING PARTNER Ministry of Women and Child Development, Government of

India through Childline India Foundation

BACKGROUND:

CHILDLINE is India’s 24-hour- toll free, phone outreach service for children in need of care and protection.
Childline India Foundation (CIF) set up by Government of India is responsible for the running of Childline
Centres across the various states of India It currently functions in 366 cities across 34 states / UTs in India,
with the aim of providing CHILDREN in need with relief and rehabilitation in the space of shelter, medical
aid, repatriation, rescue, emotional support and guidance. CHILDLINE collaborates with Police,
Government Departments and other functionaries operating under Juvenile Justice Act 2015.

CHENNAI CHILDLINE:

Chennai CHILDLINE was started on 30th April 1999 as a Government and NGO Network. The Council is
one among the five Collaborative Organizations maintaining a ‘round the clock’ call receiving centre in the
city. We respond to calls on 1098, provide emergency intervention, link children with services and
document every call.

CUDDALORE CHILDLINE:
CHILDLINE India Foundation (CIF) initiated this service after the Tsunami in
the year 2005. It is managed by the District Council of Cuddalore.

No. of Beneficiaries — 2021-2022

Chennai — 545 Children
Cuddalore — 523 Children
Calls Particulars Chennai Cuddalore
A. INTERVENTION CALLS
Medical assistance 3 5
Shelter 75 39
Restoration 19 50
Rescue from abuse 172 290
Emotional support and Guidance 55 94
Missing Children I & 11 35 16
Referred by other Child Line 0 3
Sponsorship 0 23
Nutrition 89 0
Others 60 0
Information and referral services 37 3
Intervention Calls — Total 545 523
B. Non- Intervention Call — Total 395 8
Grand Total 940 531
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Issues Based Intervention

Issues Chennai  Cuddalore
Prevention of Child Marriage 25 168
Reporting of Child Sexual Abuse 50 30
Child Labour 08 24
Child United with family 19 0
Child Beggary 20 22
Corporal Punishment 4 0
Physical Abuse 37 40
Children Involved in Polysubstance abuse 1 0
Abandoned Children - 4
Child Missing 35 0
Parents seeking help - 0
Nutrition support (Covid-19) 89 168

Childline Chennai & Cuddalore were actively involved in Childline Se Dosti Programme

Chennai Cuddalore

» StLAZRAUS HOME, Awareness School Awareness

> Debate on “Children likes — “Online Raksha Bandan
Classroom or Physical classroom™ in Painting Competition and Children’s Day
Government School, Aminjikarai. Celebrated at Annai Sathya Home, Cuddalore

» Speech competition on “Life during : : :
Pndermic’s “1 ife afier Panderic” Special Open House, Sangalikuppam Village

YV VVY

Mass awareness on Childline

A Mass Awareness on Child Helpline on the 23rd March 2022 in CMBT
(Chennai Mofussil Bus Termination). Mr. Rajkumar, Chairperson, CWC
South, Ms. Tamil Selvi, Chairperson CWC Central, Juvenile Aid Police Unit
Inspector, Mr. Alagapan, Director, Childline, ICCWTN were the Chief
Guests. The intern students and the ICCW- Childline team members
conducted the Awareness Programme. A street play was performed by the student mterns Many
members of the public were given awareness.

Training on Capacity Building for Staff

A capacity building programme on various acts/guidelines/circulars and Standard Operating
Process for dealing with children which aimed at having a wider and in depth knowledge on the
same for the team members working in the CHILDLINE 1098, handling unique cases on a day-to-
day basis on the 23rd and 24th of March 2022. The workshop helped in depth understanding and
work efficiently for implementing acts to the children that we serve, ways to approach the
stakeholders- Approach towards responding to calls (Phone communication skills and efficacy of
response), Counselling skills, Legal inputs, Crisis Intervention skills, first aid skills, Child Rights,
Team building and empathy, Procedure to maintain progress records, Methods to collect
information from the child, Type of protocols to follow to produce children in the Child Welfare
Committee etc.

| Child P, a 16 year old, studying in the 11" Std, was sexually abused by her father who is an alcoholic. I
- The child was constantly abused by the father when she was at home. The child did not inform her |
I mother as she felt it would bring shame to the family. The child has irregular periods was taken to the .

* hospital for a check-up. A scan of her uterus showed that she was eight months pregnant. After |
I mvesthatlon the father was arrested under the POSCO Act and put in jail.
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Training program at Cuddalore

A training programme was conducted on 18" November 2021 on Prevention of child marriages, protection
of children from sexual abuses, creation of safe atmosphere, protection of the girl child and to join as friend
of Childline. 28 people took part in the Programme

Volunteer meeting

A meeting was conducted for the Members of the 3 Blocks in Cuddalore where 32 Volunteer participated.
The Training was about Prevention of child marriages, protect the children from sexual abuses, creation of
safe atmosphere, protect girl child and to join as friend of Childline.

= Child S was a 16 year old girl child from a village in Cuddalore. The child was to be married. This
| call came through a concerned adult. The District Social Welfare Officer intervened to stop the
* marriage but the family refused. So the child was rescued and produced before the CWC for
I temporary care. Then the parents were counselled and sensitized on the demerits of child marriage
i and they signed a mutual agreement. The parents approached for restoration but the child refused to
. go Wlth her parents. She was willing to stay in a CCI and continue her education.

f
|
: Awareness on the usage of LPG Gas i
I Varalakshmi Gas Agency, who is the distributors of Indane Gas :
: conducted a one-hour safety clinic on the usage of LPG Gas |
1 cylinders, dos and don’ts and precautions to be taken while using 1
: te same. It was attended by all the staff of the Council. :
I - i
I |
I i
I |
I i

1
' |
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SPONSORSHIP PROGRAMME

YEAR OF COMMENCEMENT: 1976
NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN 2021-2022 : 202
FUNDING PARTNERS ICCW New Delhi

Rajeswari Nathan Foundation®

Espoir En Parriange — Belgium,

Mr. Siddarth Srinivasan

Ms Soni Gurnani,

Debby and Lidwein, Holland,

Generous Individuals in India & Abroad
BACKGROUND:
The Convention on the Rights of Child (CRC) lays emphasis on the need to provide alternate forms
of child care to marginalized and vulnerable children in order to prevent institutionalization of
children. Sponsorship is an important alternative to Institutionalisation and enables children to
receive care even as they continue to live with their families.

This Programme aims to provide children from economically weaker sections with financial assistance
and counselling services, in order to help them pursue formal education and vocational training. The
Programme helps them to live with their own families and continue their education. Special preferences
are given to physically challenged children and girl children.

Methodology and Monitoring

e The Selection process is done through referrals Details of Sponsors

from Schools, NGOs and well-wishers.

) o ) Individuals from India and Abroad 69
 Aclose contact is maintained with the sponsors and ["\s< Debby and Jansen, Holland 07
the children are encouraged to correspond with their Es — : ’
. - poir Belgium 07
sponsors through the Council. Periodic reports Ms.Soni Gurnani 09
about the_ child are sent to the sponsors. Mr Siddarth Srinivasan 10
e The Social Worker act as a liaison between the
. . Arham Garbha Sadana 06
sponsor and the child. She works with the whole -
. ; o Mr Hetuk Desai 04
family and monitors the child’s progress. -
. . i . Mrs.Jayalakshmi, 10
e The Social Worker visits the child twice a year to ensure Total 127

that the sponsorship money is judiciously spent.
e A case file is maintained for every sponsored child.
e Career guidance is offered to the children as they finish schooling.
e The sponsorship money received is deposited in child’s bank account with the parent as the
guardian.

AMRITHAVARSHINI SCHOLARSHIP

This was an intervention undertaken by the Council immediately after the Tsunami. Sothikuppam
was one of the villages badly affected. We found that children from this village in the final years of
schooling could not continue their education. Therefore, this sponsorship was introduced by the
Council to support such children for higher studies either VVocational Training or Colleges. The
interesting fact is that the amount for this project was raised by the efforts of two teenage school
girls who went around seeking donations immediately after the tsunami. The donation amount
along with the interest, is being utilized every year. This year 5 Children received sponsorship.

ICCW New Delhi scholarship
2 Children received educational support and assistance in this sponsorship programme
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SANKALP - EDUCATION FOR GIRL CHILDREN

1. Scholarship for College students
Totally 36 children received assistance from Girl Children Project. Out of 36 children 09
school going and 27 colleges going children benefitted through this programme
2. Kanan Verma Scholarship - Scholarship for students of Social Work:
For Kannan Verma Scholarship to identify deserving social work students, letters was sent
to few Colleges in the city having MSW course. Received 7 deserving students details
form Mar Gregorious College, Anna Adarsh College and MSSW.
3. Project to provide Sanitary Napkins to the inmates of the Government Girl’s Home,
Kellys run by the Department of Social Defence. :
The children in this home are admitted by the Child Welfare Committee, Chennai under the
Juvenile Justice Act. There are more than 300 girls in this Home and all of them come from
the most marginalised sections of society. As part of our project, we have been providing
sanitary napkins for all the adolescent girls in this home for the past five years.
e Issued 995 inner garments to the girls
e 3810 sanitary napkin pads issued
We acknowledge the kind support of Interface, Chennai.

Rajeswari Nathan Foundation Scholarship

We have identified 3 Girls’ schools in the Chennai city for Rajeshwari Nathan Sponsorship
programme to the Girl children. As of now, we have received a list of 139 girl students from the
identified three schools. We have visited the student’s home and verified their details to provided
educational assistance. This year we have issued cheque for 30 deserving girl students.

Identified schools are
1. Chennai Girls Higher Secondary School, Pulla Avenue, Shenoy Nagar
2. Government Adi Dravidar Welfare School, Vyasarpadi
3. Chennai Corporation Higher Secondary School, Subbarayan, Aminjikarali

Smartphone for the sponsorship beneficiaries

Due to COVID-19 pandemic, educational institutes have shifted to online
learning platforms to keep continue the academic activities. Apart from
sessions, students have to download and upload the study materials. They
were heavily dependent on mobile phones to continue their studies. The lock
down greatly affected the lower socio-economic and many of them have lost
their jobs. Our sponsorship children have only basic phones and they could not
afford a computers or smartphones. To support the students to continue their
education in online we have provided smartphone to the deserving students. In this programme, 8 students
were issued smartphones.

Women’s Day Celebration

We celebrated the International Women’s Day on the 8" of March
2022. Mrs. Chinna Vellai Thai, the Head mistress of the Chennai School,
Shenoy Nagar, was the chief guest at the function. The Chief Guest Mrs.
Chinna Vellai Thai spoke about the role of mentors and about her personal
educational journey, women empowerment, importance of education and role
of social workers in society. As part of the celebrations, the Kanan Verma i >
scholarships were awarded to 7 girl students pursuing their Master of Social Work in various
colleges in Chennai for the years 2021 and 2022.
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MOTHER AND CHILD WELFARE PROJECT AT USILAMPATTI
YEAR OF STARTING - 1987

BACKGROUND

Indian Council for Child Welfare, Tamil Nadu initiated its fight against the practice of Female Infanticide in
the year 1988 with a small grant from National Children’s Fund. Starting with the 10 hamlets of the
Usilampatti, the Project was slowly expanded to cover 309 villages of Usilampatti Taluk. In the first few
years, the focus was prevention of female infanticide through various means to save girl children. We are
happy to report that after 2001, there has not been a single case of female infanticide reported in the 309
villages. The Project evolved to include a creation of a Federation of women Self help groups, Sponsorship
support for Girl children and opening of a Community College to enhance skill training among young
adolescents in 2010.

PROGRAMMES

School Health Programme:

Adolescent girls in the schools was sensitized on issues related to puberty,
menstruation, genital and menstrual hygiene, nutrition and child marriage.
Sensitized on child harassment, mental stress, suicidal thoughts,
counselling, Child Help line and other institutions helping children.
Awareness created through Health Educational classes, Group discussion,
PPT presentation and skit by nursing students. Health awareness program

to help the adolescent girls to practise personal hygiene and environmental
sanitation and promote healthy living. 125 adolescent girls from 3
Government Higher Secondary Schools were covered under this program.

Deworming Day:

Deworming Day was celebrated on 15" March 2022 in our campus. Deworming improves immunity, and
thereby protecting us from chronic illnesses caused by worms. It improves concentration and attendance,
making them more productive in college. It increases nutritional uptake and controls infections such as
anemia, loose bowels, etc. Awareness created to the students by our faculty member. PHC staff participated
in the program and distributed free deworming tables to the students.

Study on Covid-19:

ICCWTN conducted a review on the impact of Covid 19 pandemic on the
lives of children in Madurai District in both Urban and Rural areas in the
month of October 2021. Six of the staff participated in the study. They
collected information from 300 rural families in nine villages in Usilampatti
Taluk. One day orientation was given to the participants by the Officer in
charge of the Project. During the visit of the Honorary General Secretary,
she explained about the Project.

The Honorary General Secretary Mrs. Padma Yerra visited Usilampatti Project on 22" September 2021
along with Honorary Joint Secretary- South Mrs. Valli Annamali. A Staff meeting was conducted and all
ongoing programs of Usilampatti project were discussed in the meeting.

National Painting Competition
The Cerificates, Medals and Prize money was distributed to the winners of the
Painting Competition at the National level for the year 2016

STATISTICS

Students studying in the Community College
Students enrolled School Health Programme
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VELLORE DISTRICT COUNCIL
YEAR OF COMMENCEMENT :1985

Introduction

The task of removing children from beedi rolling work in Vellore was initiated in the year 1988.
Although employment of children in Beedi rolling was considered hazardous and banned by the
Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986, the practice of employing children for rolling
beedis continued in the Community.

The main thrust of our Project was to abolish this system in 16 selected villages. As a result of
our work, 108 bonded children were released from Beedi rolling and 2457 working children
were mainstreamed into regular schools. This was made possible by our intense campaigning,
the availability of support services and strengthening of Government monitoring.

After 2005, our work continued in the direction of forming women into self-help groups to sustain
our achievements of Child Labour free villages through Village Education Development
Committees formed by the Council.

At present, the District Council Runs
1. Day Care Centres for Pre School Children in the low income areas
with local and District Funds. This year the creche programme
remained closed due to COVID19
2. Skill Development Centre for young adolescent children - Tailoring.

Activities

Programme No.of
benificieries
Awareness Programmes: 290
i) An awareness training on Financial litracy
management given by Indian Bank for Women self help
group members.

Educational Scholarship to the extent of Rs.60,000/- for 04
girls higher education belonging to families of below
povery line and single parents.

Food pockets were distributed to homeless persons 100
National Drawing Competition winners educational 02
Scholarship for the 2018-19 & 2019-2020

Mazhalai Oli -Deepavali celebration for children at 25
Senure Village

An online awareness program on the service rendered by 50

banks, handling of finance, future plans for self help
groups. Resouce person from RBI, Chennai.

Best Teacher Award & Children’s Day Celebration 40
Women’s Day celebration & Young Women Achiever 50
Award function

National Drawing Competition 2014 & 2015, National 03
level third prize & consolation prize winner

Prevention of Corona Awareness programme conducted 300

in Municipal Corporation Middle school, Kalinjur Mottur
and Municipal Corporation Primary school, Gandhi
Nagar East. Free of Mask and sanitizer issued
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Statistical Highlights

No.of Women Self Help Groups: Urban 81
Rural 152

Total No.of members in WSHG 3262

Total Saving of he Women Group
Rs.3,19,02,000/-

Total amout of loan availed from
Indian Bank (180 Groups) Rs.6,29,45,000/-
Vovational Training programme in 06

Tailoring
6 month Course 1 Batch -04
3 month course 1 Batch -02

COMMUNITY COLLEGES/ SKILL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES
A movement to enable adolescent Youth to become employable Adults

BACKGROUND

The Community College is a system of education, aimed at empowerment of the disadvantaged and
the under privileged youth through appropriate skills development training, leading to gainful
employment in collaboration with local industry and community.

The Council runs the
e Vasantham Community College, Usilampatti

ICCW-VASANTHAM COMMUNITY COLLEGE, USILAMPATTI, MADURAI DT
YEAR OFCOMMENCEMENT: 2010

COURSES OFFERED

Diploma in First Aid and Patient Care.

Diploma in Computer Hardware Servicing

Diploma in Desk Top Publishing

Diploma in Fashion Designing and Garment Making

During this academic year 83 students studied in the college.
Diploma in First Aid and Patient Care — First year | 44
Diploma in First Aid and Patient care - 2" year. | 36
Diploma in Fashion design and Garments Making | 3

o All 31 outgoing Students studied in Diploma in First Aid and Patient care (2019-2021) were
successfully completed their course. Out of them 10 students passed with Distinction, 12 students
passed in | class and 9 students passed in Il class. 25 completed students were placed in different
Hospitals in and around Madurai District.

o Vocational Diploma in Fashion Designing and Garments Making, three students successfully
completed Tamil Nadu Open University Final exams.

Swastha Balak Balika Spardha or Healthy Child Competition:

The Department of Social Welfare, in collaboration with other departments and stakeholders, organized
“Swastha Balak Balika Spardha”, or “Healthy Child Competition”, a nationwide weight and height
measurement campaign to promote the value of nutrition and good health of children below six years from
21t March to 26" March 2022. Our nursing students were placed in the more than 20 Anganwadi centres to
assist the staff in measuring weight and height of the below six-year children.
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World Health Day:

World Health Day (WHD) was celebrated on 7 April 2021 to mark the anniversary of the founding of WHO
in 1948. Each year, a theme is selected to highlight a priority area of public health concern in the world. This
year's theme is “Universal Health Coverage”. WHO is striving towards achieving this goal by creating
awareness about the fact that health is a human right and everyone should have access to the right care at the
right time and at the right place within their community. All the students were participated in the program.

Validation Program:

The Validation program was held on 10" August 2021. All the 31 students appeared for the final year exam
were successfully completed the course. Diploma certificates were issued to all the completed students. Best
academic students and Best Clinical students were honored with awards.

Lamp lighting Ceremony:

The Lamp Light Ceremony, held as a tribute to Florence Nightingale “The Lady with Lamp” which is as
auspicious occasion in every Nurse’s Life. The Lamp lighting Ceremony and the Oath taking Ceremony
formally declares the student’s desire and entry into the Nursing Profession.. On 22" of October all the
students of First year nursing course participated in Lamp Light Ceremony along with their parents. Mrs.
Valli Annamalai, Hon. Joint Secretary of ICCW-TN Madurai District Council Preside over the function and
Lion. Mr. R. Balamurugan Lions Club President, Usilampatti was the Chief Guest of the Occasion.
Welcome speech delivered by Mr. Pramil kumar, Principal of Community College, Mrs. Seeli, Head of
Nursing Department, presented the Annual Report. The Lamp was lit and the student nurses received the
light from Chief guests. It was followed by “Oath Taking Ceremony”. Alumni from first batch to 11" batch
joined us on that day and they shared their experience as a Nurse.

Hospital Training:
As part of the academic programme all the second-year students went for their hospital practical training for
a period of three months to various hospitals in Usilampatti, Theni and Madurai

Leprosy Awareness Program:

A team of Non-Medical Supervisor and Leprosy Inspectors conducted Leprosy Awareness program on 10"
February 2022 to our college students. Awareness about the disease was given, and call to end to leprosy-
related stigma and discrimination.

ICCW SUDER COMMUNITY COLLEGE, SRIVILLIPUTHUR, VIRUDHUNAGAR DT
YEAR OF COMMENCEMENT: 2008
Diploma in Fashion Designing and Garment Making Short term courses offered

The College was closed due to lack of funding support.
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MIYAWAKI FOREST
in the campus of ICCWTN at Shenoy Nagar.

This reforestation effort was sponsored by SOROPTIMIST CHENNAI as part of the B
Centenary celebration of Soroptimist International the theme being Green India. [

22nd April 2021, the World Earth Day was celebrated in a meaningful way with Tree X
planting by the President of Soroptimist Chennai Mrs. M. Vaijayanthi Bhashyakarlu, g
Secretary Mrs. Mallika Venkatramani and PAC Ms. Sandhya Rao. They all are
residents of Anna Nagar.

Mrs Vaijayanthi is also the Hon Treasurer of the Council.
The Green Team was instrumental in making this Project happen. They are a

group of people who are working towards making the city environment friendly. They were ably
led by Mr. Mohan, who led the whole effort.

All the participants in the tree planting drive took an oath to protect trees.

CARE PACKAGES FOR CHILDREN
The Inner Wheel Club of Madras sponsored care packages that were distributed among the children
of the T.P.Chatram area. The package included nutritional snacks, colouring books and pencils.

VACCINATION CAMP
The Corporation of Chennai organised a Vaccination Camp for COVID 19 vaccine for the staff and
family of the staff in our campus.

TAILORING PROGRAMME FOR WOMEN

AMD Trust Thiruvarur organised a 45 day Tailoring Course in our Council for the women in the
locality. Around 30 women attended the course. The Course includes tailoring (cutting, stitching),
Aari work (embroidery), incense roll making,.etc. The women were given a Certificate at the end of
the Course.

DISTRIBUTION OF BREAD AND SANITARY NAPKINS TO THE PATIENTS IN THE HOSPITALS
The Council donated Bread and Sanitary Napkins to the DCPO Chennai and they in turn distributed
the same to the Government Hospitals in Chennai
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ADOPTION SCRUTINY

YEAR OF COMMENCEMENT : 1985
SCRUTINY REPORTS GIVEN in 2021-2022 : 8

BACKGROUND:
The Indian Council for Child Welfare is one of the National bodies recognized by the Supreme
Court of India along with their affiliated organizations to assist the Courts to come to the
conclusion with reference to the merits of individual child adoption cases filed in the courts in
India.
o ICCW-TN has been appointed by the High Court of Madras as Adoption Scrutinizing Agency
since the year 1985.
o We regularly receive Court Orders to scrutinize and file reports on matters pertaining to In
Country or Inter-Country Adoptions filed in the High Court and District Courts of Tamil
Nadu.

We conduct thorough appraisals and submit our reports to the concerned Courts with reference to
the following facts.
e Whether the child is legally free for adoption.
e Whether the petitioners are competent persons to adopt a child.
e Whether all ethics, norms and guidelines as stipulated down by the Supreme Court of India,
the Central and the State Governments have been followed in a particular case.

THE PROCESS

All the relevant documents are carefully verified as precursors for reporting to the concerned Court

as to whether all the procedures of the Supreme Court and Government of India have been adhered

to, details of the child and whether the adoption placement is in the best interest of the child.

e Records are maintained for all placements of children whose cases have been scrutinized.

e Interaction with State Government and other appropriate authorities to ensure safe procedures
to protect the rights of all concerned — the child, the birth parents and adoptive parents is a vital
part of the work.

No. of Scrutiny Reports Submitted from April 2021 to March 2022 - 8

Details of Scrutiny for April 2021- March 2022

Adoption Gender Special Needs/ | Infants Normal | Total
Details Male/Female | Handicapped | elder siblings
In Country 8 - - 8
Inter Country - - - -
Adoption
Placement Agency Inter-Country In-Country
Balamandir Kamaraj Trust Nil 8
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ASIAN ONLINE RESOURCE CENTRE FOR PREVENTION OF CHILD ABUSE &
NEGLECT

DATE OF COMMENCEMENT: September 2014

ISPCAN is a multi-disciplinary international organization that brings together a worldwide cross-
section of committed professionals to work towards the prevention of child abuse and child
maltreatment in every nation. With the collaboration, with ISPCAN, the Council set up Asian
Online Resource Centre. We created an online resource portal called, ‘Asian Online Resource
Center.’

This website aims to provide general as well as Country specific guidelines and other resource
materials for the benefit of stakeholders. Medical/ Legal / Social Work Professionals, Law
Enforcement Authorities and Judiciary of respective countries who deal with cases of child abuse &
neglect can benefit from accessing the website. Materials are available to educate teachers, parents
and children themselves on preventive aspects. Resource materials on Prevention of Child Abuse
and Neglect were again updated and uploaded in our site for 26 Asian countries.

48029 people have visited the site so far.

Initiatives under the mandate of the Government of Tamil Nadu
Rapid Review on the Impact of COVID-19 on the Lives of Children

Indian Council for Child Welfare, Tamil Nadu has undertaken a rapid review on “The Impact of

COVID-19 Pandemic on the Lives of Children”. The rapid review to assess the impact of COVID-

19 pandemic was designed to fulfill the following main objectives:

« To assess the impact of COVID-19 pandemic on the lives of children in selected districts of
Tamil Nadu and identify children who have lost one or both parents due to COVID-19

= To gain insights on the impact of COVID-19 on Education, Health & Nutrition and Protection
of children and to provide evidence-based suggestions for policy level interventions.

The rapid review was conducted in the districts of Chennai, Madurai and Cuddalore. With guidance and
support from the Government departments of each of the districts the areas for the survey were selected.

The surveyors, who undertook the survey was trained to question in a casual seeming conversation
with parents/relatives.

Multiple discussions were held with the officials of Department of Social Defence, Department of Public
health and Preventive Medicine & Greater Chennai Corporation, Doctors from Institute of Child Health &
Children’s Hospital Egmore and various subject experts before finalizing the methodology. Subject expert
group discussions were held before finalizing the questionnaire. For the ease and convenience of the
respondents and surveyors the questionnaires were translated into Tamil.

To conduct the rapid review, questionnaires were prepared for two age groups: Birth to 5 years and
6 to 18 years.

The survey in Madurai and Cuddalore was conducted in the month of September- October 2021,
and in Chennai during October- November 2021. Each surveyor collected nearly 120 child data.
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Data gathering information was regularly monitored by the coordinators. Gathered data from all
three districts were digitized.

In the rapid review conducted 3000 data relates to children less than five years and 4981 data
relates to six to eighteen years category.

From the data collected and from the field experience we arrived at the following conclusion:

e The online classes though have helped the children to have an exposure to modern technology and
to keep themselves in tune with the digital era, inability to own a smartphone by children of lower
socio-economic strata has accentuated the inequality in the quality of education. In our field survey
majority parents strongly believed in in-person classroom learning. They were worried that virtual
learning may hamper children’s ability to be competitive in the future. They also expressed that
they were worried about connectivity issues, lack of study space at home and lack of peer group
assistance and support. The parents were worried that children may get addicted to smartphone and
become a prey to cybercrimes. This has also led to lack of physical activity.

e Coming to the question of health of children, closure of schools has led to non-availability of mid-
day meal and this has led to under nourishment in the case of rural/lower economic strata
households. Off late though dry rations were distributed majority of the parents said that they use
this dry ration for the family as such and not exclusively for the child. In the case of children below
two years what we observed was many have missed their second or third dosage of vaccination.

e In our field survey about 343 children are likely to discontinue their studies and though the
parents/relatives expressed financial problem as the major reason, there is every possibility that
this dropout may lead to increase in child labour and child marriage. In many rural areas,
children are already engaged in farm work and, in the case of girls’ domestic work in view of
the limited hours of online classes.

One of the important shortcoming of this rapid review was our inability to contact the children
especially the adolescent boys and girls in person to assess the difficulty experienced in
access/usage of smartphones, difficulties experienced in attending the classes through online, in not
meeting their friends daily and not having extracurricular activities etc., Since all the above have a
bearing on the mental health of children, this rapid review indicates the necessity for a detailed
study on the impact of the COVID-19 on children’s current/future development.

The report preparation and the final editing is underway. The report is to be submitted to the upon
completion of the report.

CHILD MARRIAGE IN THE COVID ERA

An implementation gap study in the period between March 2020 to November 2021
(Undertaken as a 5 month study from November 2021 till March 2022)

Child marriage, according to the Indian law, is a marriage where either the woman is below age 18
or the man is below age 21. Most child marriages involve underage women, many of whom are in
poor socio-economic conditions & lack of awareness.

An attempt was made to capture the impact of the pandemic on child marriages, and if perceptible,
the changes in the scenario from what existed in 2018. This exercise has been undertaken with data
from the districts of Chennai city (North), Cuddalore District (East), Madurai District (South), and
Dharmapuri District (West) of Tamil Nadu.
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We are keeping the study to these four districts in the state so as to be able to cover the four
directions of the state.

After the data collection we are putting forth 2 level recommendations to the State Government:
1. Societal &
2. Governmental

The main impactful finding from this exercise has been that the data is not maintained legitimately
in any one single MIS system which leads to erroneous and wrong depiction of data. Till such time
a clear MIS is formed all reports and reporting authorities will be able to suggest subjective and
qualitative reforms etc but no agency will be able to pin point the actual numbers and therefore the
objective and quantitative avenues to combat this challenge in the state of Tamil Nadu will not be
feasible and the situation will continue.

This study has been completed and is at present in the report writing stage. It will be submit in
April 2022.

INFORMATION DOCUMENTATION AND RESEARCH CENTRE

YEAR OF COMMENCEMENT: 1993
FUNDING PARTNER Multiple sources

BACKGROUND:

The Center was started in 1993, to fulfill the need for a center for information on children’s issues.

The Center has a library with a rich collection of books, documents, reports, Government Orders,

articles and Newspaper clippings on all matters relating to child welfare.

OBJECTIVES

e To compile, document and disseminate information on all areas of child rights and development
in India, particularly Tamil Nadu.

e To initiate and sustain advocacy programmes for promoting Child Rights Awareness

e To offer Training and Capacity Building to Students of Social Work and other Allied Courses

Activities

e Orientation on the activities of the Council was given to 3 Colleges of Social Work

e Hard copies of Newspaper clippings on various child related issues collected and
documented.

e We supervised and monitored 30 students from various city colleges towards their
concurrent field work and Block Placement. The IDRC guided the students in applying
their theoretical knowledge to practice. We also helped in developing their skills to better
their understanding of concepts applicable to their field of Social Work.

e IDRC helped students to fulfill the tasks required for their coursework. Students submitted
weekly and annual reports of their work. An evaluation was done for all the students at the
end of the fieldwork and marks submitted to their respective colleges.
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE COUNCIL...

Trainers Manual for Village level Child Protection Com
Book on Child Protection (2020)

FAQ on foster care (2020)

FAQ on Adoption (2020)

Guidebook on JJB and CWC (2020)

POCSO Study - -(2020) English

mittee - - Tamil (2020)

Determinants on Child Marriage in Tamil Nadu — Documentation on Child Marriage Cases

in 2017 (2018)
Resource Book on Adoption (2018)
Resource Book on Foster Care (2018)

Trainers Manual for Village level Child Protection Committee

Child And Law in India in English (Revised)

Vendam Kuzhanthaikal Thirumanam — A Training Manual on Prevention

Marriage

Resource Book on Child Abuse

Booklet on Village Level Watch Dog Committee
Saving The Girl Child — Process Document

Saving The Girl Child — A Strategies Manual
Handbook on Child Adoption in India Revised
Child And Law in India in Tamil

My Rights - Tamil

My Protection Rights

Un kathai (My Story)

Directory for Child care Organisations in the State
of Tamil Nadu & the Union  Territory of

Pondicherry
Children of Tamil Nadu And The State Budget -
An analysis 1998 — 2003 ,A Summary 1998 —
2004

Kuzhandayin Urimaigal — Tamil

of Child

CASSETTES/ CDs/ VIDEO
e A short film on Foster Care

e A  Short Documentary  on
Parvathiyin Kathai (2018)
e A Short Documentary on

Importance of Education (2018)

e Kuzhanthaikalai Kondaduvom (CD)
(2016)

e Pappa Pattukkal — for Pre- school
children

e Vanga Padalam — for Non Formal
Educational Classes - Part | & |1

e Thalattu — Lullabies in Tamil

Training Manual on Child Rights - Tamil
Protection Rights — A Trainers Training
Manual - Tamil

We and our Children- Tamil

NGO Report of the Situational Analysis of
Children and the Realisation of the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child
(UNCRC) 2003-2007 in Tamil Nadu”
Consolidated Report and Report at a Glance

A Report of the Consultations with Children in
Tamil Nadu.

RESEARCH

e Socio-Demographic Profile of
Institutionalised Children in Tamil Nadu

e Early Childhood Care and Development

e Child Adoption Thereafter — A research study
of adopted children in Tamil Nadu

e Children of India Placed in Adoption /
Guardianship both In-Country & Inter
Country - a database from April 1993 —
March 1998.

e Determinants on Child Marriage in Tamil
Nadu — Documentation on Child Marriage
Cases in 2017 (2018)

e POCSO Studv (2019)
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Our work would not have been possible without contributions from the following well wishers.

Organisations

Ministry of Women and Child Development, Govt
of India

Department of Social Defence, Govt of TN
Education Department, Govt of Tamil Nadu
Indian Council for Child Welfare, National
Child Line India Foundation, Mumbai
Espoir et Partainage, Belgium.

Official Trustees of Tamil Nadu
Aminjikarai Malayali Samajan

Arham Garbha Sadana

G. L. Printers

| Chip Infotech

Indian Oil Corporation

Inner Wheel Club of Madras

Jay Kay Industries

Lions Club of Annanagar

Make A Difference (MAD)

M/s Estancia IT Park Pvt Ltd

Manjal Vanam Life Charitable Trust
MM Round Table -111

Radical Technologies

Rajeswari Nathan Foundation

Rheo Solutions

Rotaract Club of Madras Chennapatna
Rotary Club of Chennai Beehives
Rotary Club of Nanganallur
Soroptimist Chennai

Sree Microchip System

Sundaram Medical Foundation

The Interface, UK

Individuals

Ms. Anamika Singh

Mr. Kishore Kumar B

Ms. Saideviraju. J

Ms. Andal Damodaran Ms. Krishnamoorthy Mr. Sivaraman
Ms. Anita Rangamani Mr. Kumarakannan M Mr. Southandel LMT
Ms. Annapoorni Ms. Leela Dayasagar Mr. Srinivasan R

Mr. B D Sarda Ms. Mabel Cherian Ms. Sudha Ganapathy
Mr. Balaji Dr. Madheswari Ms. Surekha D Kamath
Ms. Bhanupriya Mr. Madhusudhan. P Mr. Thirunavukarasu
Mr. Chacko Jacob Ms. Mahalakshmi Mr. Udhaya Saravana
Ms. Christina Emmanuel Mr. Mahendra Kumar Ms. Vaijayanthi

Mr. D G M Van T Jansseneolm | Ms. Malarvizhi Mr. Venkatesh raja
Mr. David Anthony Durand Ms. Malika Selvam Ms. Vijayalakshmi
Ms. Girija Kumarbabu Ms. Mallika R M Ms. Virgina K Turner
Mr. Harikumar Mr. Muthukrisnan

Mr. Hemanth Kumar,USA Ms. Nandita Verma,USA

Mr. Hetuk Desai Mr. Narendranath

Mr. Jai Chandran R Mr. Natarajan A

Mr.
Ms.
Ms.

Jayadev Sarkar
Jayalakshmi G
Kalavathy

Mr.
Mr.
Ms.

Navin Chetty
Nitin Seshadri
Poornima Visvanathan

Ms. Kamalee Jesudas Ms. Priya Muthu
Ms. Kanmani Subbu Ms. Radha Subramani
Mr. Kesavan Ms. Ramya Sitaraman

Mr.

Kishore Babu,Singapore

Ms.

Ruchika Toshniwal
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